He knew Progifient Ker
o groat pa ruman Capot®
capiurag Rolling Stones and
Beatle film.

He w 1@ man behind the film,
Greyiardens, which is now the
Tony-winning toast of Broadway,

Considered by most to be

the godfather of the modern
documentary film, Albert Mavsles,
along with his brother, David,
practically invented the arct form,
Here, In an exoelusive to Brillizgnt
magazine, Maysles gives insight
into his career as a filmmaker that's
inspired three generations

of film auteurs,
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LHERT MAVSLES ANEF
I had paralbel filmmaking carcers,” remarked Morman Matler absme
Albert Massles, “He's a Fascinating man and he's gquite smare,” OF
course, Norman Maiber, S, anguwably omee of the most prolilse writers
of thve woril conlury, was a contemprary of Mayshes, So. Magsles life
has heen so interiwined with otible poligicl anel enterainment
figures hiai he would e imimidacing i his demeanor and sensibili
weren't s kind and lis passion fos docwmentary Hlmmmaking so full
oo soutl andd poarpasc.

A trim, compact i given o wearing a black cashmere sweaer
and gray trousers, Maysles las o thick shock of silver hair and his
sigmimre hlack horn-r e Elsses sit et by on bis B as e rellecis
an his coreer when [ eanghn op with b at glae Mew Milestones Film
Festival benelitting the Travis Couney Mental Health and Mengal
Betardation. He was there surroanded by Guns who revere him, Even
French filmmaker Jean-Luc Godard once called Maysles “the best
L EraCn SO Enan.”

Mavsbes” career was s integral pan of s oneawo punch. His brother,
Diaicd Maysles, whodied b gy, was 1w somedman ancd '~1||:|L'r'-'-'-i|lu
editor while Albert was the cinematographer, and baoth sharel
dlivectorial duties. Thweir flms were revohstionary in the 19505 and st
the panls for generations of Glmmakers, In ther docomentanes, the
drnma of human life winfolds as s withoan sets, soripls or nArraon
Before the Moveles brotlers, docwmentary Tilmmakang uisia iy
coniaineo] a swarsner Lo B ||i:||_' the viewers ilZHI.I ey, Mayvsles I:I:-ul\.:-
phen oradition by betting the siory pl:u et ninrably. . soanenmes
prerically i,

=l ficeion, the divector s o, and in nooeficteon s s ghe
directar,” Mavsles likes togusste suspense Blomaker Alfved Hichoock,
When asked abowt comparing his work 1o the current realiny television
eraze, he comments, “Fealiy TV i net real anall 1t's contralled anel
theres very little valoe o e -ra,;n.im-rl froms thin beercinse tluey e us oo
the dysfunctional. I reibeors e miseike thai o story being tolel has o
hawe @ comflict with good versus bad, In ow Alos, we jost el e ssory.”
When acked il e comssders liimscll i be wwenristic, he vehemently
denies it amd shares, “'m o dedicated olserven, just nodcing wlin
people are doing aned recording their Tives witl respect il discroetiom
Sy gk ing Ferce is 1o sec whin's happening hooesthy, That's somectnecs
elilhicnle for soane |:||_'1'.|:|||_- (Th} 11||1|'|:|||'|I.|'II|:|—-I|I|." clifferenoe between
exploittion ancd s hoawest aniemp o wndlerstand.”

Baorn 1o Eastern Earogecan [ewiish immigrramis in Bansicn, he
tinclerseomsel !:||_-|'-\.|:'|_||I;i||||1 Franin s ey HE L H.Ill:iﬂl.'in'r'l that his
ceducation could be a Gactor of sl improvensent, he grsioaed from
Syracuse and Boston Universities, Massles sas,"1 sgariedl oul as a
pavchologist and always liked o listen instead of alk. It helped me
e comie 1 keen observer and tlian has served me sell” He oade Tis Grsg
film in 155 when he ook a dhmm camera i Russia to hio patienis

at several mental hospitals and e resalting G, Pty in Russie,

spartedd him down tie parh too reating maslern cinenig ve e,

I wepiin, Maysles and o weam of lmmakers went where anly news
crews were used o going—backsiage of the Kennedy presidential
campaign, In Primary, tie film fecused on Rennedy’s road o the Whie
Hose, while campaigning againss Hubert Humphrey in the Wisconsin
primary race, o pivolal primary becanse it was Humphrey's home siate,

“There's a part of that film where | captured Kennedy's point of view
by Teolcling thee camera absove the back of his head as he was passing
through the cronds” sos Miwseles, =] enabled the viewer o Fieel swlana
it was really like to Ise bim b that sinamion with so many people,” With
i3 groumdd-breaking, no-frills technigoe, the Alm gives equal nme o
Humphey, but it’s readily apparen that Kennedy's magnetsm anil
the calm campaign-trail grace of is wife [acoueline would lead them
1o o eveniual White Howse win. I aired as an ABC news special and
is considered by many o have been a deciding Rwctor o Reniedy s
dlefeat over Nixon in the pglio election,

Aol whien the Britisl inssacded the Undted Siaies . . . ilwe Bratsh hanes
that s, thie Mansdes brothers were there io record it on lilm, Ther loras
i the worlel of music ranges lroam The Beedle i Be DA (1E0A) 10 G
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the Rolling Sloncs.

The Heatles ra the U5A

cowers Uhwe breathless

In fiction, the

director
is God, and
in non-fiction

God

is the director.

Alfred Hitcheock

receplion of the a-
rival e Beatlemamin
tow Ehee stabes, As wellas
the bkuwis lisorcal

agpeirieees o T

et Sl ven Shen,
Also the

wurbulent 1gGos, the

1

sibver soreen’s Lough
gy s the sulipect of
Meet Maolon B,
Then the Masles s
their saglits on wrlier
aned soscian] gadabit
Truman Capole
the Mk
Leove From  Trusci,
commissioned by
MNational Ediscational
Telramon. Lapoe,

in I,

the linerary set — amed jet-set —phenomenon was interesting fodder
for any filmmaker. With the recent biopic Blms on Capote that uried w
capiere his iree cssence, the Mayshes ilm is o genuine glimpse ko the
man behind the legend, “As Capote camse out of the screening room, he
Bl pears in his eyes,” recalls Massles, "He saiel it was the best thing ever
dhone of its kind” They lilmed Capote in the Oak Room at the Flaza Hotel,

o o his Gnowrite vemnees, as well as other Mew York sites rellecliive o
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There are two

Exploitation on
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tuis icliosyneraic life,

such as liis hoons
in Sagaponck and

spectrum and

e Bandom House
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overprotection

intervicwed
Memmarerk. That
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on the other.

lay

project sparked @
Frienckshigs that began
a coveled invitacion Albert Maysl&
brathers o :'.“I_u.ﬁl;"\ ety al the CErY, bis Black & Whiite Ball in
g, an Manlaan's Mo Hoel,

The press that swirled aroud the party for a vear leading up ol
neeteel tlan only so0 guests were invived, The Maysles brothers made

for  the  Maysles

el gueest fise. It would be an understaement o say that Capaoie was
the boy of the moment with s witlely toued novel, In Cold 'ood,
beeing the best selling book of the year and his Nambovant inderviews
oan tlee late night walk ghow cirenin ICs interesting to naie that the
Maysles' approach wo Blmmaking, taoming reality ins art, mirrored
Caperte’s literary point of view wen be weote Jn Cold Bleed, =t wis a
great cvening.” says Maales, "Evervone seemed o be there, Years later,
after 1 met and marnied my wilie, the subject of Truman's pauny cams
up, andd, o both of our surprise, we were each there and we didn’
know il al the tme.®

Bt low could the Maysles brothers wop their Capoae filin? The
answer came in the seminal Glm. Safesman, about Bible salesmen, The
flilm captured the heartbreak of four wiyielding door-to-door slesnen
wlvo abeal with constant regection From povential hible-buying customers,
their omesickness and eventual Burnou as they tevel the couniry
selling very pricey bibles w low-income Calolic Bamilies, lis Willy
Losman-esque quality strikes aoperve with almoss any viewes, "There are
pwo exirermes in filming,” shares Maysles. “Explobiation onone end of
the spectrum and overprotection on the other, We never lad probilems
avoiding hoth cxtremes becinee of our respect for people,”

Alter chronicling those subjeces of modest means, the Muysles
stepped back into the world of music witl Gimse Shefter, which ranks,
in many reck historian mincds, as one of e besg Glins, refllecting the
dropeout generation of the sgGos I8 a Glmohaweapped up a very
prhsben 1gikos when the Rolling Stones and Jelferson Alrplane gove
i Tree concert in Morthern Californt, cast of Gakland s Alamon
Specdway, Ahout goeo,o00 people attencled, and the organizers
placed Hell’s Angels in charge of security arcund the sage, Wich
pool cues and knives on hand, Hell's Angels did as much damage
as the troublemakers in the crowed. They spen the concert beaing
up spectators, killing one, Maysles' film juxtaposes performanees,
viedence, Grace Slick amd Mick Jaggers attempts o simimer things
dliown, with close-ups of young listeners dancing and cloing drugs,
M |||1I:|.' is the concert and auddience fomage peerlcss, the filon also
takes o lonk ot the Bolling Stones band members as I|1|.'_t'w:|.11.|1 CORCET!
feentage and reflect on whin happencd.
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b Miysles” foray into pog cubiure may have approached s
zenith in vy with the film, Grey CGardens. 10is shablsy gentilicy an s
bear, awl |:u'rI|:||w:. alscy il 10s masst wincomfostalse. |'Z:r.|:||.'|l ALVISLICS peiaind
roward maost Amiericans being three pachecks oo Iiom homelessness
This Al illusiraces howw fortome and beaoiy can CvApTILe anl the
ellecs it oo have oo those who hacl |:|I-r|1|:'|'l:|d Isoth. Former Mew York
socialite Edith Bouvier Beale, somt to Jocqueline kenmnedy Chnassis
ol i asanis-rimmae leielle r|mrll. by, was close v Soowhen e filio wis
mmide, Sl and her danghter, Edie, then in ber |:||il:|.-_=,l.|:-\.. CEHMP RIS A
|:|:|ir aof odled rechses {:|Il1l|'l|1'|:I:' with domlsle-digit cats and racosons,
thev live in !'.l'vl_':. Ciardens, a ghoulish, diligsicated of-room mansion
jin Enist H.'llnp-l.ul. Mew York, "We really hit ig ofT wath thens, andd I|1l.-g.'
trvisteel s, sANs !'.1.1!. wles st e 1':-:|'|-e'|'i-e'|1c-e'.

Iii the Flm, Edith is an eccentrically sitty former singer. Her
-l'!.l1l.;.1lll'|rl'. Ealie, is verbosie nnd dresses addly seith trasdemirk ensembides
thein inclugle scarflike concoctions sorommnd her hesd, The womaen
nebidress the cnmera. @lking over each other, maosing froan tlee present
toreveEnts that |'|:|]s|:u-|h'|:ltl.-|'r.bﬂﬁ biefoire as il they'd just occorred. I0s s
wokin ik foree ook at the basics of mather-dasghter relatiomnshps and
il circuinstinee of hwving o make do. The r||:|-r|:|||1t-|ll.:|.|1.'dn'-l.'h:lpml
stick a ol flbviving chat i was made into an of BBrowdway play m
A0S i then hecame a 'I'nn:. awnrdswinning Broadway muosical L
wiemsot, Tha filim |:-rujw| might best define Maysles” overall visson that,

'4!|u_1|.|'||.;-||:.|r'!. |'|:I'i.I||1,.ri'|.'r s knowdedge,  and troth,” The fctioaal film
|:I|;-|||1 Ciwin of ey fravdend i in the works. “We are @alking o Jessiea
Lange and Drew Barrvmere 1o star as the Edies,” confides Mayshes,

Truinls b relatbonslips is vienl we Maysles. He hod friendships with
sopve ol the most |;i.|.'u|,'.'| lh_-l‘a.!:ll:l]ili-"\ ol 1 [FELSE Kk VarArs, imclueling
Miilamsiad Al Leonared ||-,-|'|w-,-i||..|i|||i Hendrix, Viacimir Florowsts,
Wientein Muarsalis anid several hondred more. Among many other
[refects, ~|1,1!|'\]|_-\ veaimcd withe the anist Christe and Jeanne Clasde
several thines o document their amistic trinmphs, inchuding Running
Feove, flwiveds, Usebietfes and several mare, incloding masa recently The
Craden {of Cenral Park). Maysles” work las ot gone uonoticed and
over Lhe years inany acoolades have been bestmved — The Emmys,
Tlee Acwdemy Award nominations, e recognition Crom the Library
al Congress, Bu to Mavsles it has always been absout the work. . wihat
shivs Life il e sereci,

[vese divs, Mayshes is still working out of his Manhaoan offices on
i elaly Basas. Cuirrently, he is shacing liis inspiration o o multitocds of
praxjects. Oove of then, fa Tearan, s alsour tenins s metaphor for life.

“1"ve had experiences on trains,” sovs Maysles, "Even in childhood and
back in b when Dweint ofT voowar, The filim remiinds me of oy early
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layles brothers filming “Gimme Shelter™

¥les brothers with Truman Capdte, mid-1960s
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